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Calendar of events

3rd - Wathaurong NAIDOC Ball (see page 16)
4th-11th - NAIDOC Week (see pages 16-18)

JUL/AUG/SEP/OCT 2021

Join our socials!
@wathaurong

JULY 2021

PICTURED: Wathaurong NAIDOC Community Award Winners 2021. See Page7
Left to right: Jordan Wellington, Bri Apma-Hayes, Stephi Murphy, Judy Dalton-walsh, Wendy Brabham, Kristi Watts

AUGUST 2021
4th - Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children's Day

SEPTEMBER 2021
1st - Indigenous Literacy Day
5th - Father's Day
8th-9th - Aboriginal Children's Forum
17th - Last day of Term 3
24th - AFL Grand Final Public Holiday (Co-op closed)

OCTOBER 2021
4th - First day of Term 4
20th - Geelong Cup Public Holiday (Co-op closed)



We would like to acknowledge the Traditional

Owners, the people of the Wadda-Wurrung,

their Elders past, present and future

generations.

CEO UPDATE

After three years as the Chief Executive

Officer at Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-

operative, Lisa Briggs has made the decision

to resign from the position, due to personal

reasons.  Her last day of employment was the

30th of  July.  On behalf of the Wathaurong

Community, we thank Lisa for all her work and

commitment in working alongside the Board

and Senior Executives in bringing the

organisation to where it is today. We wish Lisa

well in her journey ahead.

Over the next few months, we will be

conducting a search to find a new CEO for

Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative. Simon

Flagg was appointed as Acting CEO by the

Board, as of Monday 2nd August 2021. Simon

has been the Executive Manager of Corporate

Services for the past 18 months. Simon has

lived in our Community all his life and is well

respected by Community members. Simon

has numerous Community connections

across Victoria through his previous state-

wide positions and a passion for Community

connection. Simon even started his work

career at 

Acting Chairperson
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on behalf of the Board - Wendy Brabham

Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative as a

trainee in 1996.

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS & UPDATES

We have seen in recent weeks that COVID-19 is

still a serious health issue right across

Australia. We have been fortunate in the

Wathaurong Community that we have not yet

had a positive case, but we must continue to

do everything we can to protect our

Community.

All Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people

over the age of 12 are eligible to receive the

vaccine, and the Wathaurong Health Staff are

partnering with Barwon Health to make sure

our Community have access to the vaccine. 

For more information on how to book your

vaccination appointment, visit our website 

www.wathaurong.org.au/covidvaccine

It's up to all of us, as a Community, to protect

each other, and make sure we are keeping our

families safe. If you’re unsure about the

information shared through the media about

the COVID-19 vaccinations, be sure to reach

out to Wathaurong staff to have a

conversation. It seems vaccines are

http://www.wathaurong.org.au/covidvaccine
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the most effective way to prevent getting

seriously sick or hospitalised from COVID-19.

NAIDOC 2021

We were very fortunate to be able to host our

NAIDOC Week events in Geelong this year, in

the brief window of relaxed restrictions in

regional Victoria. The NAIDOC Ball was a great

night shared by all. The Board want to thank

the NAIDOC Committee for organising this

event that was enjoyed by all.

Read about our events and check out some

photos on pages 16-18.

We would also like to congratulate all of the

NAIDOC Week award winners.

COMMUNITY MEETINGS

It has been some time since we were able to

get together in person and have a community

meeting.

With uncertainty around ongoing restrictions

in regional Victoria and extended lockdowns in

greater Melbourne, the Board is exploring

options to host community meetings virtually.

While this is not an ideal way for us to yarn

together, it will provide an opportunity for our

Community members to have their voices

heard and allow us to provide more detailed

updates on what is happening at the Co-op.

More information about possible virtual

community meetings will be sent out to

members and posted to our social media

accounts.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Board is currently reviewing options to

hold the 2021 Annual General Meeting. Our

top priority as a Board is to ensure the safety

of our Community. Based on COVID-19

restrictions and keeping our community safe,

we will advise everyone of the date that this

event will be held as soon as possible.

Nyatne.

Wendy Brabham

Acting Chairperson



I would like to acknowledge the traditional

owners, the people of the Wadda-Wurrung,

their elders past, present and future

generations.

STAFF UPDATES

I would like to echo the Boards words and

thank Lisa Briggs for all her hard work as

CEO of Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative

(Wathaurong) over the past 3 years. I am

looking forward to continuing to work closely

with our community, staff and stakeholders

in the role as Acting CEO while the Board

undertakes the recruitment process for the

CEO position.

In the meantime, Mark Shaw will be stepping

in as the Acting Executive Manager of

Corporate Services.

I have great confidence in our staff, and we

have shown over the past 18 months how

we can support each other through very

difficult times. Many of our staff members

are also community members, and it is their

passion for our community that sees them

go above and beyond the call of duty to

provide support and services for our mob.

Acting Chief Executive Officer
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FACILITIES UPDATE

As our team has grown over the past few

years, we have been looking for another

space to house our staff, particularly our

Mental Health team. We have secured a

lease at 12 Albert Street, Geelong West, and

have been busy fitting it out to make it a

welcoming environment for our

community, and our staff. 

Our Mental Health team will be moving into

this new space in October and we look

forward to having an official opening for our

community when restrictions allow.  

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

It has been great to see so many community

members roll their sleeves up and book

appointments to receive the COVID-19

vaccine with our Wathaurong Health Staff at

the Ford Factory vaccination hub.   

Due to the community demand, we have

increase Wathaurong’s vaccination site to 5

days per week Monday to Friday. We will also

look to add additional days and times over

the coming months to ensure that our

community can receive the vaccine in a safe

environment.  

Simon Flagg



Acting Chief Executive Officer
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COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

COVID-19 restrictions are changing and

updating all the time. We are keeping our

community informed by sharing

information on our social media, and you

can also stay updated by visiting our

website www.wathaurong.org.au

While we would love to be able to get

together in person again, our main priority

is to keep our mob safe and making sure

that we are sticking to the current

restrictions.

Ongoing lockdowns and restrictions can

create feelings of isolation and anxiety, so I

encourage you to reach out to

Wathaurong, or other mental health

support services (contacts provided on the

back page) if you need support.

ABORIGINAL CHILDREN’S FORUM

We were looking forward to hosting the

Aboriginal Children’s Forum on September

8th and 9th on Wadda Wurrung country,

however due to the restrictions on

gatherings in place in Victoria this event 

 wasmoved online. We hope to welcome

this event back to Geelong next year. 

Nyatne (thanks)

Simon Flagg

Acting CEO

I know it’s a scary time with lots of conflicting

information out there about COVID-19, but if you

have more questions, are feeling a bit unsure, or

just want to have a yarn about your personal

circumstances before getting the vaccine, please

call us and make a time to chat with someone

from Wathaurong’s clinical team to answer all

your questions. 

I’ve personally had the COVID-19 vaccine

through Wathaurong after I spoke with my

Doctor as I wanted to keep my family, friends

and myself safe.

To book your COVID-19 vaccination appointment

at Wathaurong please call or email us on:

Call: 5277 2038

Email: vac.bookings@wathaurong.org.au

I would also like to remind the community that

you are still able to receive the vaccination

directly from Barwon Health - so if there are no

appointments available at our specific

Wathaurong clinics, you can book with Barwon

Health at

https://www.barwonhealth.org.au/coronavirus/b

ooking-a-vaccination

Simon Flagg

http://www.wathaurong.org.au/
mailto:vac.bookings@wathaurong.org.au
https://www.barwonhealth.org.au/coronavirus/booking-a-vaccination
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STAFF UPDATES

for our local Aboriginal community members in
the region, and service programs delivered to
community.
 
Lisa and the Executive team led the
organisation through the COVID-19 pandemic
in 2020, while still providing vital support and
connection for the Wathaurong community.

Our strong partnerships with Barwon Health,
Feed Me Bellarine, Western PHN and other key
stakeholders enabled Wathaurong to provide
much needed targeted COVID-19 responses 
 and supports directly to our local Aboriginal
members through the largest lockdown
periods in 2020 and beyond.
 
On her departure, Lisa said, “I loved my time at
Wathaurong and consider the staff and
community my extended family”. 

“The time is right for me to step away,
Wathaurong has an exciting future ahead as
the organisation has great leadership across all
levels and is in a very strong position, and it is
time for someone else to come and lead it
through the next journey.”

We wish Lisa all the best in her next adventure!

WELCOME NEW STAFF FAREWELL LISA

Tanisha Clarke - Community Development
Support Officer (Colac)

 Jannali Lilbourne - Primary Healthcare Trainee

Piper Knox - Primary Healthcare Trainee

Tyler Cole-Frost - Navigator Cultural Worker

Danielle McLeod - Strategic Grants Officer

Tahra Hall - Disability Support Officer

Esther Bahatie - Disability Support Officer

Cassandra Surman - Disability Support Officer

Alexandra Stefanovic - Case Worker

Emma Brown - Business Support Officer

Jane McInnes - Medical Receptionist

Mahalia Cubby - Foster Care Recruitment

Michael Graham - IT Systems Administrator

Tyson Neal - Works Crew 

Welcome to our newest staff members who have
joined us over the past few months: 

 

We also congratulate Mia Clay, who has been
working with us as a casual receptionist, on her
move into a Primary Healthcare Traineeship.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Are you or someone you know looking for a job? We have a number of job vacancies at Wathaurong
Aboriginal Co-operative, ranging from casual to full time. There are also traineeships available. Check out
the Careers section on our website at https://www.wathaurong.org.au/careers-with-us/ 
Or, you can send an email to hr@wathaurong.org.au with your details so we can let you know when
opportunities are listed. 

Lisa Briggs took on the role
of CEO in 2018. In the past
three years, Wathaurong
has seen extensive growth,
both in the number of
employment opportunities 

WATHAURONG GLASS & ARTS
Wathaurong Glass & Arts welcomed Daniel Brown to the team back in
March this year. A proud Kamilaroi man and  father of 9 kids, Daniel has
been living in Geelong for the past 3 years and has become an invaluable
part of the Wathaurong Glass team. Having worked across many different
businesses, he brings a can do attitude and great problem solving ability.



The winners of the 2021 Wathaurong Community NAIDOC Awards were announced at the Flag Raising & Community
Day held at Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative on Monday 5th July, 2021. Congratulations to all of the 2021
Wathaurong Community NAIDOC Award Winners.
Nedok Yoongga (Elder/Respected Person)
Winner – Aunty Judy Dalton-Walsh
AUNTY JUDY DALTON-WALSH was nominated for this award by members of the
Wathaurong community for being a respected member of the community. Aunty Judy
has been part of the community for many years. It was acknowledged that Aunty Judy is
bringing back Wadda Wurrung language and is teaching young and old. Aunty Judy is a
long time Wathaurong member and a part of the founding members. She is nominated
for her work in being a language teacher and Koorie education and working for our
school children.

Ngarrwa Ngitj (Community Person)
Joint Winners – Aunty Wendy Brabham & Kristi Watts
AUNTY WENDY BRABHAM was nominated for this award by members of the
Wathaurong community for being a respected community member who has been a part
of Wathaurong for more than 30 years. Aunty Wendy puts community first always.
Educating our community is always on the forefront for her. Aunty Wendy has such
passion for the community that she lives in.

KRISTI WATTS was nominated for this award by members of the Wathaurong community
for her total commitment to the young ones. Her culture and her passion to community
is outstanding. Kristi is always out there volunteering whenever there is an event, she is
there with the family. Kristi is an inspiration - just to see her commitment to the
Wathaurong community on both a personal and professional level, which includes
hosting online playgroup, engaging families with activity packs and most of all keeping
everybody culturally connected through storytelling and songs. Kristi's commitment to
this community shines in everything she does. Kristi is not only our playgroup facilitator
but she has kept our community engaged during COVID through transition to online
learning.

Koolay Goopma (Young Male Achiever)
Winner – Jordan Wellington
JORDAN WELLINGTON was nominated for this award by members of the
Wathaurong community for putting his hand up this year to attend the Koorie
Youth Camp as a Youth mentor, his first time at the camp in a leadership role.
Jordan is a young person who wants to support Wathaurong Koorie youth as a
mentor and has achieved a lot of growth.
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AWARDS
WATHAURONG COMMUNITY NAIDOC AWARDS 2021

Moordeemoondeek Goopma (Young Female achiever)
Joint winners – Stephi Murphy & Bri Apma-Hayes
STEPHI MURPHY was nominated for this award by members of the Wathaurong
community for getting more involved in the community in a more leadership role. Stephi
attended the Koorie Youth Camp as a youth mentor and is helping and showing others
how to dance. Stephi is also a youth sports achiever, she has previously visited New
Zealand as a representative for Wathaurong youth. Language is important to her also.

BRI APMA-HAYES was nominated for this award by members of the Wathaurong
community for completing year 12 throughout much adversity and continuing on to gain
employment in a Koorie support role at a primary school, as well as casual employment
at Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative. Bri is also undertaking Certificate IV in youth
work at TAFE. She’s also this year found time to bring her small art business to the next
level, aiming to have a website up and running and market stalls later in the year to
enable her to share Aboriginal art with the wider community. Bri is always the first
person to put her hand up when someone needs help and will never complain.  



Our early years team have been finding creative ways to engage our kids online all through the
pandemic. 

There are plenty of fun activities planned for the month of October, check out the calendar below
and scan the QR code to register and receive the links to join in! 

Don't forget to join our private Facebook group to access our online videos and all the latest
updates on what's happening in the early years team - search "Milla Milla Playgroup At Home" on
Facebook and send a request to join.  
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CHILDREN'S SERVICES
EARLY YEARS TEAM
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HEALTH SERVICES

Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative is partnering with Barwon Health to
provide free COVID-19 vaccines for our mob.  

Did you know that ALL Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people aged 12+ are
now eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine?

Our Health team are giving vaccines at the Barwon Health Ford Factory
Vaccination site, from Monday to Friday.

For more information, check our website: 

https://www.wathaurong.org.au/covidvaccine

To book your appointment, 
call Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative 
on (03) 5277 0044 or email
vac.bookings@wathaurong.org.au

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wathaurong.org.au%2Fcovidvaccine%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2SG8AtQDzbjT-Z3sNdnN8_kx8Epuu-5Mf9QwjwVpuoUnQq_gCsTHL0gmA&h=AT3a46NkxxRkhurIu1Fkh6dmxyzuxbVomT0BlKzQ7mtohmrW4UVOqMN51_gl8lS1XSE5jmNLr_GDCdfxwLL4JduDCz_py1rCPutRHlTrAva2GGISb4vA_M7tQMcjy1doC9I-Dww&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT2_RDKhkOt4dqlXBx4byBDKD3hPRH_ehQU9shzHcFPZU9-K607dEdIwlitd9NkLuIsGD6iCilx8r9-cOy_cHKHoQKtidqSwb776BB7zKh8KCrEGIOksajCPCot_7qBfe_oL_-UNqMG-nb-WGGxDbyADd1DDna-1esY96YzH6TZ9jfvvqX9-MtMeTM1L3avGNCdmPaA
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HEALTH SERVICES

BREAST SCREEN VAN VISITS
WATHAURONG

The Breast Screen Victoria van visited
Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative in
September with a total of 34 women
screened over three days. Each woman
received a privacy shawl, with the design
created by Jasmine-Skye Marinos. 

Did you see Todd Fry and Sandra Manning in the
Geelong Addy on Saturday 25th September?  
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HEALTH SERVICES
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BALERT CARE CONNECTIONS
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BALERT CARE CONNECTIONS



Trust for Nature is one of Australia’s oldest conservation organisations, working to protect
biodiversity on private land across Victoria. Wurdi Youang staff regularly partner with Trust for
Nature on conservation projects, most recently by successfully revegetating 3000 grassland and
grassy woodland plants onsite. 

Many of the species planted were rare or threatened, making a significant environmental
contribution to the security of rare species in the region. 

Together we also planted hundreds of native trees along the grassy gully lines and the Little River.
This improves the health of the river water, banks and gullies by, among other benefits, reducing
erosion and encouraging clean water. 

Once established, trees also help to keep rivers cool, which becomes increasingly important as the
effects of climate change grow. 

This aspect of our Caring for Country is a modern take on our traditional practices, as we as
Aboriginal people and ongoing Custodians of the Land work to reverse the negative environmental
impacts of European settlement.

WATHAURONG ABORIGINAL CO-OP COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER |  JUL-OCT 2021  14

WURDI YOUANG
CONSERVATION WORK WITH TRUST FOR NATURE



On 14 July 2021, some Aboriginal staff from Barwon Health visited Wurdi Youang for a Cultural Day
and to Connect with Country. Early that morning the rain bucketed down and we thought everyone
would need waders and snorkels, but just in time the clouds parted and we had a perfect winter’s
day.

Our site manager Reg Abrahams and Traditional Owner/Cultural Advisor Jordan Edwards teamed
up to welcome Barwon Health to the property and to talk about the cultural significance this land
has for Aboriginal people. It was a wonderful opportunity to take some time out from busy lives to
Connect with Country, and to share that special experience with each other, including a good feed
and a great yarn. 
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WURDI YOUANG

BARWON HEALTH CULTURAL DAY

Our Landcare Officers Matthew Barnes and Jamie Butcher
also did some work with Trust for Nature at Henriksen
Sanctuary at Apollo Bay, which is great for Wurdi Youang
because it gives our staff new experience and skills for our
own conservation work.

We thank Trust for Nature staff and volunteers for their
always beneficial and culturally respectful support,
especially as they found Covid-safe ways of working
throughout this project. 



WATHAURONG ABORIGINAL CO-OP COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER |  JUL-OCT 202116

COMMUNITY EVENTS
NAIDOC WEEK 2021

We were very fortunate to be able to celebrate NAIDOC Week in person this year - in the brief window that regional
Victoria had relaxed enough restrictions to allow us to come together and host a number of events. Check out some of
the highlights below.  

NAIDOC BALL FLAG RAISING
The NAIDOC Ball was held at the Geelong Events
Centre on Saturday 3rd July, with Glenn Shea as MC
and Loud and Deadly providing the musical
entertainment. A great night with 220 people in
attendance.  

The Flag Raising day on Monday 5th July was a great
opportunity for all of community to come together at
the Co-op. We had plenty of activities, music by Luke
Beard, a great feed, market stalls and presented our
NAIDOC award winners.  



WATHAURONG ABORIGINAL CO-OP COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER |  JUL-OCT 202117

COMMUNITY EVENTS
NAIDOC WEEK 2021

SKATE & PAINT DAY KIDS DISCO

On Wednesday 7th July, our kids came together for a
skateboarding activity with YMCA Action Sports, where
they learned to skate plus got to paint some deadly
skate decks to take home. 

Thursday 8th July provided all the disco vibes at
Forster Street, with DJ Troy spinning the tunes and the
kids getting their very own photo booth!  

SUPERCATS INDIGENOUS ROUND
Friday 9th July saw the Geelong Supercats host their NBL1 Indigenous Round, with the teams wearing uniforms designed by
David Flagg. A Welcome to Country and smoking ceremony was performed by Jordan and Lachlan Edwards, and our
community kids were part of the dance performance on court at halftime.  
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
NAIDOC WEEK 2021

HEAL COUNTRY WALK/RUN

RECONCILATION IN THE PARK

On Saturday 10th July the weather turned it on as everyone gathered together at Balyang Sanctuary to participate in the
Clothing the Gaps Foundation "Heal Country" walk/run. With participants choosing to do 5km, 10km, 21.1km or some
brave souls who did 42.2km, it was great to get active and smash those fitness goals!  

Reconcilation in the Park is an annual event hosted by One Fire Geelong.Usually held in May during Reconciliation Week,
this yeat the event was postponed because of COVID restrictions, but was able to go ahead during NAIDOC week. Check
out some of the photos taken by Akasha Dingley.  



The Men’s Group has been catching up on a regular basis over the past few months (when restrictions have allowed).
A regular activity that has worked well during some restricted times has been getting together outdoors at Rippleside
Park, having a yarn, a BBQ and going for a walk. These are great opportunities to yarn about diet, health and
wellbeing. Thanks to Ben Silva who has been helping our men’s group out with exercise workouts and nutrition tips. 

Other activities over the past months have included 10-pin bowling, a trip to the You Yangs, a tour of Elite Gym in
Newtown, a tour of Wathaurong Glass where Uncle Alfie exaplined how the factory operates, and activities through
RECLINK like cricket and fishing. 

During lockdown and restricted times, the Men’s Group have also been catching up with a yarning circle over Zoom,
doing different activities together like learning how to play the didgeridoo, learning to paint, and hearing from guest
speakers like Jida Gulpill, Dale Kickett, Anthony Hume and Benno Muir. 

If you’re interested in learning more about how you can get involved with Men’s Group activities, contact Adam
Lampton-Nicholls on 0437 071 786 or email adam.lamptonnicholls@wathaurong.org.au.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
MEN'S GROUP

Photos provided by Adam Lampton-Nicholls
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

TELSTRA PAYPHONES NOW FREE TO USE

Australia’s 15,076 public payphones are now free to use as part
of Telstra's payphone overhaul. This includes calls to local and
national phone numbers, as well as calls to Australian mobile
phone numbers (you will still have to pay to call overseas). 

There are no restrictions other than a 6-hour limit on calls.

This is important as payphones provide a lifeline for vulnerable
Australians – the homeless, the isolated, those escaping domestic
violence – and often provide their only link to critical support
services and those that care about them.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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ASSISTANCE & EMERGENCY SERVICES 

SERVICE CONTACT

If you need help in an emergency, contact Ambulance, Police, Fire Brigade 000

Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative is open from Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm for support
with a range of services.  

(03) 5277 0044

The After Hours National Home Doctor Service provides non-emergency medical
assistance.  

13 SICK (13 7425)

If you need legal advice or support, get in touch with the Victorian Aboriginal Legal
Service. 

1800 064 865

The Orange Door can provide family violence support from 9am-5pm Monday to Friday. 
Outside these hours, contact Safe Steps for support, referrals and refuge 24/7.  

1800 312 820
1800 015 188

For Drug & Alcohol advice, call the DirectLine 24 Hour referral service. 1800 888 236 

For situations requiring police support or advice, call Geelong Police.  (03) 5225 3100

Are you seeking emergency accommodation? Call Salvo Connect (Homeless support
provider for over 25s) for advice on housing and welfare support.  (03) 5223 9220

Barwon Youth (Homeless support provider for 24 and under) can help young people with
accommodation and welfare support

(03) 5246 7500

Feed Me Geelong/Bellarine can provide support with free essential grocery deliveries.  0422 798 791

Uniting Care and Salvo Connect can help with providing food vouchers. 
(03) 4210 1110
(03) 5223 5400

Yarning Safe N Strong is a culturally safe 24/7 confidential crisis line managed by VAHS. 1800 959 563

Brother to Brother is a 24/7 confidential support service specifically for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander men run by Dardi Munwarro.  1800 435 799

Lifeline is a 24/7 crisis support service. Calls to Lifeline from a mobile phone (whether pre-
paid or plan) are free. Calls from a landline or home phone are charged as a local call

13 11 14 

The Suicide Call Back Line is a 24/7 service that provides free telephone, video and online
counselling for anyone 15 years and older affected by suicide

1300 659 467

Beyond Blue offers a 24/7 service providing mental health advice and support via
phone,web chat or email.  

1300 094 187

Kids Helpline offers 24/7 mental health support for young people aged 5-25. 1800 55 1800

Barwon Health Mental Health Triage offers 24/7 support for phone advice, referrals
and intake.  

1300 094 187




