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Wathaurong Aboriginal  Co-operative 

Lot 62 Morgan Street 
North Geelong  Victoria  3215 

Postal Address: PO Box 402 

North Geelong  Victoria  3215 

 

Want to get the 
Community  
Newsletter by 
email? 

 

Send an email to: 
megan.frazer@wathaurong.org.au 

 

Your details will be added 
to our email list; and you 
will be emailed each new 
issue, as soon as it is 
published.  

 

      Like us on Facebook 

             Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-Op 

Phone: 03 5277 0044 

Fax: 03 5278 4123 

E-mail: admin@wathaurong.org.au 

Website:  www.wathaurong.org.au 

Calendar of Events 

FEBRUARY 

13 National Apology Day See page 12 

19 Home Ownership Info Session See page 14 

21 I Dare Ya program return See page 11 

23 Pako Festa See page 10 

26 Sista’s Day Out See page 26 

MARCH 

11 Labour Day CO-OPERATIVE CLOSED 

18 Community Meeting See page 2 

21 Closing the Gap event See page 14 

Join us at Pako Festa—we will be selling foods made with native ingredients at our stall. YUM!! 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjoooig_cnYAhUMhrwKHY7hCGwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpngimg.com%2Fimgs%2Flogos%2Ffacebook_logos%2F&psig=AOvVaw2may_xWFAvKgB3bmA46CJk&ust=1515556262253698
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wathaurong-Aboriginal-Co-Op/160985127258700?fref=ts
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Nyoora Woorreeyn Wadda-

Wurrung Dya-Nyook.  

(Hello this is Wadda-Wurrung 
Country). 

On behalf of the Board we all 
hope you had a safe and happy 
Christmas period and are 
looking forward to the New 
Year as much as we are.  

It was great to see so many people at our Christmas 
Family Day at Adventure Park and also at our Open Day 
at Morgan St. This Board has a strong focus on 
Community so it was great to see over 400 Community 
members came to Adventure Park and had a terrific 
time. A big thankyou to the team that organised the 
event and also to the people who worked on the day to 
pull it together—see pages 20-21 for more info. 

Another great opportunity to showcase our Culture is 
the upcoming Pako Festa. It is the biggest multicultural 
festival in Victoria and we have been leading the parade 
since it started in 1983. We are doing a Welcome to 
Country and are holding our regular stall where we will 
be selling food made with native ingredients, such as 
wattle seed scones with lemon myrtle cream. Our kids 
will also be dancing, so join in the fun and come along. 
More information about getting involved in the Pako 
Festa dance practice can be found on page 10. 

Congratulations go to Lowell Hunter, Mikali Harrison, 
Jamaine Jones and my two boys Jordan and Lachlan 
Edwards for being the lead dancers to do the War Cry at 
the National Rugby League All Stars game 15 February. 

And don’t forget to register your interest in the Treaty 
Circles so you can have your say—see right. 

Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative Ltd 

Community Meeting  
Monday 18 March 2019 Agenda 

Commencement: 5:30pm  
1. Welcome by Chairperson  
2. Respect Protocol – minutes silence  
3. Apologies  
4. Previous Minutes  

a) Business arising from previous minutes  
b) Acceptance of 17th December 2018 minutes 

5. Finance Update 

6. Gunyanggurta Yanabil "Trusted Visitor" Aboriginal  
 Volunteers Reference Group presentation 

7. Other General Business 

8. Meeting closed  

 

Lot 62 MORGAN STREET, NORTH GEELONG 3215 * PO Box 402, NORTH GEELONG 3215  
PH: (03) 5277 0044             FAX: (03) 5278 4123            EMAIL: admin@wathaurong.org.au  

Soon Wathaurong will be holding Treaty Consultations in 

Colac and Geelong, so that we can inform government on 

your views of the Victorian Treaty process. 

Your opinion is more important than ever. 

Come and receive information from experts, discuss issues, 

give your opinion on potential Treaty legislation, or just listen 

and learn. 

We are finalising dates, so please register your interest by 

calling 5272 8826 or 0418 971 270 or email  

megan.frazer@wathaurong.org.au  

Nyetne (Thanks) Koon Gadyee (Goodbye) 

Craig Edwards 

Chairperson 
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Hello to all you mob, 

I would like to firstly 
acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of the land, the 
Wathaurong people, and their 
Elders past and present. 

I welcome you to this New Year 
as we again come together as 
Community and workers to 

ensure good health, togetherness and healthy 
relationships.  

Wathaurong Community Events  
We wound last year up with some deadly Community 
events, especially the awesome Family Day at 
Adventure Park. There was also a great Open Day in 
December where lots of Community came and enjoyed 
a feed, browsed at some interesting stalls and kicked 
back listening to cool live music. Check out pages 20-21 
to see how much fun we had on these days.  

PAGs also had their own Christmas event and I was 
honoured to be invited to share it with them—see page 
16. Also our Colac Community came together to 
acknowledge Survival Day, with a barbie and 
entertainment. A great day for all who attended—see 
page 17 for details. 

Thanks to everyone who joined us for these events, and 
also to the organising teams. It’s all about bringing our 
mob together to celebrate this amazing Community; we 
hope to see you all at future events and gatherings. 

Sorry Day Anniversary 

On 13 February 2008, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
delivered the long overdue apology to Stolen 
Generations. To acknowledge this moment and what it 
meant to our stolen people and to all of us, we are 
holding our own commemorative event at the Morgan 
Street site. We invite you to join us in remembering our 

shared pain but also celebrating that despite everything 
that has been done to us, we are survivors. Together we 
are strong. See page 12 for details. 

I Dare Ya 

The very 
successful I Dare 
Ya program is 
starting up again 
on Thursday 21 
February 2019 at 
Morgan Street 
site, 6pm to 8pm. 
Have you seen 
people walking 
around in one of 
these deadly t-
shirts (pictured 
right)? They got 
them for going to 
at least four out 
of the six sessions 
of last year’s I 
Dare Ya; and you 
can get another 
piece of grouse merchandise by coming to the next I 
Dare Ya. So come along, let’s have fun and get healthy 
together. More info on page 11. 

Other news 

Now that we have almost completed mapping the 
services that are needed in our Community for both 
now and in the future, we have started applying for 
funding. So we have applied for Indigenous Australians’ 
Health Programme: Primary Health Care Activity to 
expand the Health Service to suit our growing needs. 
We are exploring Commonwealth Home Support 
Innovation Funding to assist with caring for our Elders; 
and Australian Nurse-Family Partnership Program 
funding. We are also in discussions for grants for the 
40th anniversary celebrations. 
Excitingly we have completed 79 Health Checks in the 
last 6 weeks, which is approximately double our usual 
numbers. We are here to get people healthy and happy, 
so help us to reach our target of 200 Health Checks. Plus  
all kids get a free Wathaurong bag full of merchandise 
at the Check. So what are you waiting for? 

And if you are looking for job opportunities and 
education ideas and support, go to page 16; and then 
page 14 for info about sessions on buying a home. 

Thank you to all for your ongoing support and 
collaboration. Bunjil Blessings to all. 

Lisa Briggs 

Interim CEO 

Above: Community watching performances and 
speeches at Wathaurong’s Open Day 

Above: Lauren  and Kristy with the I 
Dare Ya t-shirt at Wathaurong’s 
Open Day 
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It was great to see families attend our ‘Ready for Learning’ 
day on Wednesday 23rd January! There were plenty of 
activities, show bags, information for families and food! 
Thank you to everyone who supported in the lead up and on 
the day. The smiles on these little faces say it all! All children 
who attended and were transitioning into kinder and primary 
school received a special ‘Ready for Learning’ backpack filled 
with special goodies. A very successful day overall! 

By Tahlia Dempsey 
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 All Koorie children 
are eligible for two 

years of FREE kinder! 
 
 

Your child can be enrolled into a 3 or 4 year old kinder 

program if they turn 3 or 4 on or before April 30th in the year 

you wish for them to attend kinder 

 

If you would like further information about kinder or assistance with enrolling your child into 
kinder for 2019, please contact Tahlia Dempsey, Koorie Pre School Assistant at Wathaurong 
Aboriginal Co-operative. 

Ph: (03) 5292 9829 Email: tahlia.dempsey@wathaurong.org.au  

mailto:tahlia.dempsey@wathaurong.org.au
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We shared some deadly days 

together over the January school 

holiday period! We’ve baked some 

cookies and sweets, played some 

games, made some deadly crafts 

and had a couple of movie days 

where we watched ‘Small Foot’ and 

‘Incredibles 2’ with lots of yummy 

snacks!  We even got to celebrate a 

birthday together! Thanks for 

sharing these fun-filled days with us, 

you mob! Hope to see ya’s back next 

school holidays for some more 

holiday fun! 

Artwork by Nathan Patterson 

Kylie Clarke - Parrwang 
Youth Arts Coordinator: 
Hello!  I’m Kylie Clarke, a proud 
Gunditjmara, Wotjobaluk & 
Ngarrindjeri woman.  I’ve spent 
most of my life living here on 
Wadawurrung Country and 
working in Aboriginal 
Education.  I’m super excited 
about the all creative 
experiences and connections 
with artists that our program 
has in store for our young 
fullas. 
 

 

I’m in the office Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Contact me on: 5225 1270 or  
kylie@gpac.org.au 

 

The Geelong Performing Arts Centre in 
partnership with the Wathaurong Community 
introduces—Parrwang Youth Arts Program.  
Exciting and interactive singing and dancing 
workshops will take place during April’s Term 
One holidays on: 

 Tuesday, 10 April 
 Wednesday, 11 April 
 Thursday, 12 April  

Spaces are limited, so book now!  
Contact Kylie. 

Parrwang Youth Arts Program  
Register today for April 

Connecting kids with Culture & Creativity 

Calling out to children & young people aged 4-17 

… time to get your groove on! 

mailto:kylie@gpac.org.au
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

       1 

4 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Homework Centre 

Forster Street, 4:00pm-6:00pm 

5 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St 

9:00am-1:30pm 

6 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Kids Club 

Forster St, 3:45pm-5:00pm 

7 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

8 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

11 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Homework Centre 

Forster Street, 4:00pm-6:00pm 

12 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St 

9:00am-1:30pm 

13 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Kids Club 

Forster St, 3:45pm-5:00pm 

14 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

15 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

18 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Homework Centre 

Forster Street, 4:00pm-6:00pm 

19 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St 

9:00am-1:30pm 

20 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Kids Club 

Forster St, 3:45pm-5:00pm 

21 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

22 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

25 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Homework Centre 

Forster Street, 4:00pm-6:00pm 

26 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St 

9:00am-1:30pm 

27 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Kids Club 

Forster St, 3:45pm-5:00pm 

28 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

1 March 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

 

Hey Kids! 
Let’s have an after school catch up! 

Tell us about your day and participate in other fun 
activities while learning about your culture, 

making new friends and seeing old friends too!  

Deadly! 

Every Wednesday (excluding holidays) 
3:45pm — 5:00pm 

Wathaurong Community Hub 
20A Forster St, Norlane 

For more information, please contact: Kristi Watts 5292 9843 

Email: Kristi.Watts@wathaurong.org.au 

Milla Milla 

Playgroup 

Rosewall  
Kindergarten 

Wathaurong Children's Services 

Lot 62 Morgan St, North Geelong  
(03) 5272 8861 or 0458 201 193 

Admin: (03) 5277 0044 

Playgroup Thu & Fri, 11am — 
1pm  

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Lot 62 Morgan St, 
North Geelong  
(03) 5275 4529 

Mon - Wed, 9am — 
1:30pm 

Note: 6 and 13 Feb 

will be Pako Festa 

Dance Practice! 

See page 10 

Cooking 

Music 

Craft 
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Kids 

Club 

Homework 

Centre 

Community Hub 

20A Forster St, Norlane 

Wednesdays during school term 

3:45pm to 5pm 

Contact: Kristi Watts 

on 5292 9843 

or kristi.watts@wathaurong.org.au 

Community Hub 

20A Forster St, Norlane 

Mondays during school term 

4pm to 6pm 

Contact:  
Sandra Brogden 0417 855 334 

Aunty May Owen 0417 031 087 

Homework 

CENTRE 

20A FORSTER STREET, NORLANE 

Contact: Sandra Brogden 0417 855 334     Aunty May Owen 0417 031 087 

             Mondays  
           4pm to 6pm 

                           
Don’t forget your 

homework! 
Organised activities 

running throughout the 
session. 

Snacks provided! 

During school terms  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Homework Centre 

Forster Street, 4:00pm-6:00pm 

5 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St 

9:00am-1:30pm 

6 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Kids Club 

Forster St, 3:45pm-5:00pm 

7 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

8 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

11 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Homework Centre 

Forster Street, 4:00pm-6:00pm 

12 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St 

9:00am-1:30pm 

13 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Kids Club 

Forster St, 3:45pm-5:00pm 

14 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

15 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

18 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Homework Centre 

Forster Street, 4:00pm-6:00pm 

19 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St 

9:00am-1:30pm 

20 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Kids Club 

Forster St, 3:45pm-5:00pm 

21 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm  

22 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

25 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Homework Centre 

Forster Street, 4:00pm-6:00pm 

26 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St 

9:00am-1:30pm 

27 

Rosewall Kindergarten 

Morgan St, 9:00am-1:30pm 

Kids Club 

Forster St, 3:45pm-5:00pm 

 28 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 

29 

Milla Milla  
Playgroup 

Morgan St 

11:00am-1:00pm 
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Wednesday 6 Feb 

4:00pm—5:00pm 

 

Wednesday 13 Feb 

4:00pm—5:00pm 

Friday 22 Feb 

4:00pm—5:00pm 

Hey you mob! Pako Festa is almost here! 

This year the Pako Festa theme is: 

‘GENERATIONS’ 

and we’d love to share some special dancing with the  

Geelong community as part of the parade. 
 

We’d love children, mothers, fathers, grandmothers, grandfathers, aunties, 

uncles and families within the Wathaurong Community to be involved. 
 

If you would like to be involved in dancing for the parade, we have three dance 

practices coming up. Check out the dates on the left and come along! 

All sessions at 20A Foster St, Norlane 
 

For more information, please contact  
Kristi Watts 0419 698 264 

**Pako Festa is on Saturday 23rd February with the parade scheduled to start at 11:00am. 

Those involved in the parade will meet at the corner of Waratah St and Pakington St at 10:00am. 

 

Come to Victoria’s biggest 
free celebration of cultural 

diversity 

Street Parade / Food /  
Performance/ Workshops /

Exhibitions /Family 

A FREE COMMUNITY 

EVENT  

PARADE PRACTICE 

Food for the day: 
 Wattle seed scones with lemon myrtle whipped cream, bush jams and bush chutneys 

 Jam drop biscuits with bush jams 

 Truffle balls using Native Seed and Fruit Dukkah 

 Lemon Myrtle Ice Tea   

The Wathaurong tent will be located in West Memorial Park, near the main stage.  

https://www.pakofesta.com.au/sponsors/
https://www.pakofesta.com.au/sponsors/
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I Dare Ya 2018 was Awesome 

Starting 6-8pm, Thursday, 21 February @ Morgan St   

You know 
you want to 

join in 

But I Dare Ya 2019 will be Even Better 

For 6 more 
weeks 

And more grouse merch 

So just do it… I DARE YA!! 
Register at www.surveymonkey.com/r/iDareYa 
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DON’T MISS OUT! BOOK NOW!   
BreastScreen Victoria’s bright pink Mobile Screening Service vans (known as Mar-

jorie and Nina) are coming to Corio and Colac.  

The buses provide free breast screens to local women to give them a more convenient, 
close to home option. 

Women aged between 50 and 74 benefit the most from regular breast screens. 

Mammograms at BreastScreen Victoria are free, takes 10 minutes and are conducted by 
a woman. 

 

Geelong 

When: 25 March 2019 to 25 April 2019  

Where: Water World Aquatic Centre 1-15 Cox Road, Corio  

Contact: To book and appointment ring 13 20 50 with Marjorie 

 

Colac 

When: 25 February 2019 to 8th March 2019  

Where: City Bowls car park, 32-40 Gravesend Street 

Contact: To book and appointment ring 13 20 50 with Nina. 
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Byerrngitj Kooris  
coming together, 

celebrating all things 

Closing the Gap Event  
on Thursday 21 March 2019  

from 4.00PM to 7.00PM  
at Johnstone Park, Geelong  

Showcasing:  
Cultural activities 

Entertainment 
Health  

All community are most 
welcome to attend 

Stay tuned to Wathaurong’s 
Facebook and website for 

more info 

The Drop-in Centre has been such a big hit recently with Uncle Alfie heading the charge to get Community engagement a 
priority for our men. Since November last year our average attendance numbers have increased magnificently, each week we 
are averaging between one to two new faces, attending and sharing their story amongst the men. 

Some of the recent activities that the men have been engaged in are: 
 participating in the Wathaurong Open day by taking care of the food preparation 

 preparing the Diversitat veggie garden for the community (Women’s  garden also available) 
 taking a bus trip to Melbourne for Men’s Gathering 

 participated in the Surfing Titles (Urqharts Bluff) Relay team 

We have many more activities to come, relating to cultural awareness, horticulture, cultural excursions, Community 
engagement and more. We would love to have you on board with us, if you need help getting there with transport we can help 
assist with that also to allow you to be of the day. Call us on 5277 0044 and ask for Alfie. 

Men’s Group 

Hosted by: 

Ownership 
Info Session 

Tuesday 19 Feb 

10:30 to 4pm 

62 Morgan St 

Interested in buying your own home? Got 
some questions? Come along for a one-on-

one discussion with Indigenous Business 
Australia. 

For info or to reserve your place, contact 
Paul Slattery on 99206017 or 
paul.slattery@iba.gov.au 

Home  
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Dr Catherine Eltringham 

Every Wednesday and Thursday  

Dr David Corbett 

Every Thursday 

Dr Ed Poliness 

Week 1 & 3 – Monday & Tuesday 

Week 2 & 4 – Monday, Tuesday & Friday 

Dr Sinead Healy-Evans 

Every Tuesday & Thursday 

Dr Tom Bradey  
Every Thursday 

Dr Lou Sanderson 

Every Monday, Tuesday & Friday  

Dr Helen Dyett 

Every Monday 

Dr Lucy Dobson 

Every Wednesday & Friday 

Diabetes Educator – Olga Lutzko 

Monthly on a Wednesday afternoon 

BY REFERRAL ONLY 

Located in the Admin Building 

Endocrinologist – Dr Sam Worboys 

Monthly on a Thursday afternoon 

BY REFERRAL ONLY 

Paediatric Clinic 

Weekly on Tuesday afternoons 

BY REFERRAL ONLY 

Please note there is a two month waiting list 

Psychiatrist – Dr Russell Golden 

Every Monday & Wednesday 

BY REFERRAL ONLY 

Located in the Admin Building 

Wathaurong Health Clinic  

Wathaurong Health Service operates:  
Monday to Friday 9:00am— 5:00pm 

To book an appointment or find out more 
details on services available, please phone  
(03) 5277 2038 

Psychologist – Paul Thornton 

All day Tuesday 

BY REFERRAL ONLY 

Located in the Admin Building 

Alcohol & other Drugs worker —Melissa Commons 

Monday to Friday 

Duel Diagnosis Therapist—Karyn Kehagias 

Monday to Friday 

Aboriginal Mental Health Worker—Phillip King 

Monday to Friday 

Liver Clinic—Margaret Wordrop 

Monthly on a Monday 

BARWON HEALTH DENTAL@WATHAURONG 

Each Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

Please call BH dental and speak to Sarah to make an 
Appointment on (03) 5272 2847 

Obstetric Clinic 

Last Friday of every month 

BARWON CENTRE AGAINST SEXUAL ASSAULT (CASA) 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

BY REFERRAL ONLY 

COLAC GP CLINIC — Alternating Wathaurong GP 

Open every Monday, book appointments through 
Wathaurong Health Services 

Important Notice 

The health service continues to experience an 
increasing demand on medical services. 

Due to this, we will now require 24 hours notice 
cancellation for all medical appointments. 

We understand that our patients lead busy lives; 
however if you cannot attend it is important that 
you call to cancel. 

This means your fellow community members who 
are needing to be seen sooner can be offered your 
appointment.  

If you are unable to attend your appointment 
because of transport issues, please let us know.  

Call Health Service Reception on (03) 5277 2038. 
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PAGs at Christmas 

Christmas is a time to come together, so the Planned Activities Group 
(PAGs) did just that and went out for a delicious lunch at the Sphinx. 

We had a great turnout, including our Interim CEO Lisa Briggs and our 
Company Secretary Edel Conroy, who both enjoyed meeting all the PAGs 
members.  

Everyone had a really great time and we look forward to all the fun we will 
have in the New Year. 

Interested in a career in Health or Community?  
We can help you 

The Department of Health and Human Services, Family Safety Victoria and 
the Department of Education and Training are working together to 
coordinate investment and resources to support the development of the 
Aboriginal workforce across health and human services.  The Aboriginal 
Workforce Initiative engages with stakeholders such as Wathaurong 
Aboriginal Cooperative to identify opportunities to grow and support the 
Aboriginal workforce, and career pathways which will assist Wathaurong 
in growing future employment opportunities for our Community 
members. 

We are currently seeking expressions of interest from community 
members interested in the opportunity to undertake accredited training 
in the coming months. Training would be supported by Wathaurong and 
delivered in a way that reflects the needs of our mob. Courses on offer 
include: 

Diploma in Community Services 

Diploma in Child Youth and Family Services 

Diploma in Leadership and Management 

Cert IV Community Services 

Cert IV in Child Youth and Family Services 

Cert IV in Health Services Assistant 

Cert IV Training and Education 

Medical Receptionist Training 

To enquire further or register your interest, please email us at 
jobs@wathaurong.org.au with your name, phone contact, subject you’re 
interest in, and any training or study you have already done in the past.  

Please get in touch by Friday 1 March. 

      Job Opportunities 

We’re currently looking for community 
members interested in joining our casual 
pool team as Domestic Assistants and 
Disability Support Workers. These 
rewarding roles focus on providing 
appropriate in-home domestic and/or 
personal care support to Community.  

We’re seeking reliable and friendly 
people who can support our elderly and 
disabled Community members to enjoy 
positive, independent lives and remain 
active in our Community. If you have 
experience (at home or on the job) in 
household cleaning and maintenance, or 
providing individual support in aged or 
disability care, we want to hear from 
you!  

Disability Support Workers require a 
minimum Certificate III in Individual 
Support or Certificate IV in Disability. 
Good news – these courses are available 
for free at training providers in Geelong 
right now! If this is a career path you’re 
interested in, we can help you find 
where to start.See our careers page on 
the Wathuarong website for more 
information, or send enquiries and 
applications to jobs@wathaurong.org.au 

mailto:jobs@wathaurong.org.au
mailto:jobs@wathaurong.org.au
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Pang-ngooteekeeya weeng malangeepa-ngeeye—Remember Our Future at 
Red Rock, Alvie, on January 26 was well attended with over 145 guests. 
Stunning views from the reserve and the backdrop spanning across towards 
lake Colac set the scene for a relaxing day. 

With the growing attendance at the Naarm March and Dawn Service and 
events held on January 26th, such as the Briggs event at Werribee Zoo, we'll 
see numbers steadily rise in the future. This year our attendance was again 
predominantly local community, we had four Colac Otway Shire Councillors 
show interest in attending with three making the trip out to Red Rock. It was 
really great to see Councillor Hart, Councillor Crook and Councillor Potter 
having a yarn with the Community, participating in the quiz, genuinely 
showing interest and being active in the Aboriginal Community.  

It's through the tremendous efforts, ongoing strength and resilience of our 
Elders that we are able to be strong in our identity, clear in our journey and 
united in strength and spirit to bring a community together in times that bring 
pain. The event is in it's third year this year, but the practice of bringing a 
Community together has been happening since the beginning of time. What's 
been passed down to us is the ability to stand up for what’s right; to continue 
in the footsteps of our ancestors; and to give safe passage for our young ones. 
That's really remembering our future full circle—a journey, not a destination.  

Heartfelt musical performance by Brett Clarke, a Gunditjmara Kirrae 
Whurrong Songman, who has played at many festivals and events throughout 
Victoria including Tarerer Festival, Apollo Bay Music Festival, Falls Festival and 
Lake Bolac Festival, can now add Pang-ngooteekeeya weeng malangeepa-

ngeeye at Red Rock to his list. Uncle Brett exposes such strength in his 
performance and is so gentle but powerful in the way he transfers knowledge 
through song. 

Aboriginal woman and artist Angela Jeffery and founder of Marramarra Arts 
was kept busy all day with many attendees painting jewelry handcrafted by 
Angela and facilitating the Community Art Piece which will now be on display 
at Caracaramigen House—The Colac Aboriginal Gathering Place. 

By Ebony Hickey 

Remember Our Future in Colac 



Community Notices 

18 

For further information about the competition and/or prizes, please contact Joleen Ryan on 03 5227 8742 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

All works must be marked clearly on the back with artist’s name, address and title of work, without 
damaging art work. The group will not be responsible for any loss or damage suffered to any art while 
in its possession or under its control. 

Artists selected will allow their works to be reproduced in print and electronic formats for the purpose 
of advertising and promoting “asking the question” and Deakin University’s Indigenous Entry Stream 
for the Bachelor of Vision Science and Master of Optometry.  

The group reserves the right to reproduce the winning entry in different formats.  

Art work will be returned if possible, if requested by the artist. 

  
We’re calling on Aboriginal children and teenagers from age 7 to 17, to use their imagination and 
create art work to help the Community identify as Aboriginal when getting their eyes tested. 
The theme of the artwork is “Healthy Eyes”. Artwork can be done in pencil, texta, crayon or paint. 
The winner will be notified and announced on 21 March 2019 at the Close the Gap Day Event at John-
stone Park.  
The winner will receive Ray-Ban sunglasses, a $150 gift card and a Certificate of Recognition.  
Second prize: Oakley sunglasses and a Certificate of Recognition. 
The artworks will be featured in optometrists’ clinics throughout Greater Geelong, publications and Dea-
kin University’s Indigenous Entry Stream for Optometry.  

Post: 
Joleen Ryan 

School of Medicine 

Deakin University 

Geelong Waurn Ponds Campus 

Locked Bag 20000 

Geelong, VIC 3220 

Drop off to: 
Aboriginal Health Unit 
Kardinia House 

Geelong Hospital 
Level 2, Bellerine Street 
Geelong 

  

Drop off to: 
Fiona Ryan 

Administration Building, Wathaurong 
Aboriginal Co-operative 

62 Morgan Street 
North Geelong 

To enter the “Healthy Eyes” Art Competition, complete the form below and submit with your original artwork entry by: 

“Healthy Eyes” Art Competition Entry Form 

Name and story of art work:  ________ 

  ________ 

  ________ 

  ________ 

  ________ 

Parents/guardians permission to participate:  

Signature:    Name: 

Phone:  Date: 

Name:  

Age: Phone:                                                                                                                   

Address:  
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Diversity and Inclusion at Geelong Rainbow 
Festival 2019 

On Sunday 10 February Wathaurong Co-Op was asked to take part in 
the Rainbow INC event held at Johnstone Park.  

At this fantastic event we witnessed a beautiful “Welcome to country” 
conducted by Jordy Edwards and our Board Chairperson Craig Edwards, 
which was received by the community with open arms.  

We also set up a stall to show off our famous Wathaurong glass poster 
and also our range of Wathaurong merchandise, available when you 
have a Health Check at our Health Service. 

There was overwhelming interest in our marquee and at times became 
a bit squashy, but a great opportunity to get amongst the Rainbow INC 
community. We were honoured to be welcomed into this Diverse and 
Inclusive community. 
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Wathaurong Open Day 

On 17 December Wathaurong had an Open Day at our Morgan Street site. The 
day kicked off with a Welcome to Country by Craig Edwards and a performance 
from our popular Wathaurong girl dancers. 

The I Dare Ya team presented the well-earned Bunjil tees and singlets to the 
participants of the program, and they all look pretty deadly wearing them. Which 
is a good reason to  join up for the next I Dare Ya program starting at Morgan St at 
6pm on 21 February (see page 11 for details). 

From midday everyone got to enjoy a BBQ feed; pick up kids’ presents sent by 
Santa, all while having a look around the information and market stalls, including 
our friends Diversitat, Ambulance Victoria, Spark Health, Australian Army, My 
Health and more.  Then we  kicked back and listened to some awesome live 
music. A great day for all. 

A big thank you to 
Santa’s helpers 

Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative 
hopes that you had a special and 
loving Christmastime filled with joy 
and hope. 

But we all know that Christmas can 
also be a stressful time for many 
families, trying to cope with the 
pressures and expectations of the 
season, often with no support. 

Thankfully, there are groups that are 
here to help with these stresses, and 
we would like to thank The Elf Squad 
and Bethany for helping us to deliver 
Santa’s gifts to our kids, and to the 
staff and supporters who volunteered 
their time to wrap presents. 

These groups help make Christmas a 
bit easier for families under pressure 
and we congratulate them for their 
generous work. 



Community Notices 

21 

Family Christmas Event at Adventure Park 

More than 400 people joined us on 15 December for a fun-filled Family 
Day. We had a splash, we had a swim, we had a feed and—most 
importantly—we had a laugh and were together.  

Thanks to the organisers and workers; and to Wan-Yaari and Kerrie 
Black for these images.  
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2019 Woorrangalook Victorian Surfing Titles 

Woorangalook was a fantastic two-day event organised by Jordie Campbell from Surfing Victoria. With over 100 participants in 
the runnings, the event proved to be a huge success, bringing together Victorian communities in celebration of their surfing 

talent. Wathaurong Co-Op also took part in the day’s 
activities by holding a Health Stall and also enrolling 
our Men’s Group to take part in the day’s “Surf 
Relay”. This was a fantastic opportunity for our Men’s 
Group to get active and amongst the community. 
Wathaurong Glass also provided the awards, as we 
have done since the start of the Titles, many years 
ago.Thank you Surfing Victoria for allowing 
Wathaurong Co-Op to play a part in this  amazing 
event, we look forward to the next Surf Titles.  

And we hope to see all you mob there next year too.  

Healing Our Spirit Conference 2018 

Late November, five of our 

Co-op staff attended the Healing Our Spirit Conference at the International Convention Centre in Sydney. The conference is an 
opportunity for Indigenous people from around the world to come together to learn, share and grow stronger. Only help every 
three years and usually overseas in places like Canada, New Zealand and Hawaii, it was an ideal opportunity for some of our 
Wathaurong Community to participate in this enriching experience. There were lots of workshops run by universities and other 
outreach organisations, addressing common issues the Indigenous Communities face, but unique to their surroundings. 

Pictured: the Welcome to Country, where our own Naomi Edwards joined the welcome on stage 

“Our knowledge, our wisdom, our promise—For our grandchildren’s grandchildren” 
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Do you or someone you know need Koori Court? 

Koori Courts operate within three jurisdictions of Court Services Victoria 

1) County Court of Victoria 

2) Magistrates' Court of Victoria 

3) Children's Court of Victoria 

What is the Koori Court? 

Each Koori Court has been established through legislation and can hear any criminal matters that do not involve family 
violence or sexual offending 

The Koori Court is not as formal as mainstream Court and provides an opportunity for the accused or young person to 
speak for themselves. 

The Koori Elder or Respected Person, family members, the Koori Court Officer and any other person within the 
courtroom can have a say too. 

The court listens to cultural advice from people in the Court on the day. This helps to make sentencing orders that are 
culturally appropriate to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 

The Koori Court wants to: 
 be inclusive and bring family and the 

Koori community together to talk 
about the accused or young 
person's offending 

 make it easier for the accused or 
young person to come along and 
have their say in court 

 reduce or stop offending behaviour. 
 reduce the number of Koories going 

to prison whenever it is possible. 

Who is involved in the Koori court? 

The Koori Courts are open and accessible 
to the public for observation, similar to 
mainstream courts. 

Koori Elders or Respected Persons, a 
Koori Court Officer, the accused or young 
person, the defendant and your family 
can all contribute during the Court 
hearing. 

The Koori Court Officer is available to 
provide assistance and referrals to 
defendants to access support services. 
Koori specific services will be sought as 
far as possible. 

The Koori Elders or Respected Persons 
will provide the court with advice 
relating to cultural matters. The 
Magistrate might consider this advice 
when handing down the most 
appropriate sentence order. 

If you or someone you know needs 
assistance, please call: 
Belinda Foley—Koori Engagement 
Officer, Geelong Koori Court:  
5225 3350 or 0409 456 497  
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We are committed to providing quality support and programs for our community and clients. 

We welcome feedback and suggestions to improve our programs.    

How can you give us feedback ? 

Complete a feedback form, fill it out and hand to reception (anonymously if you like) or write a letter and post it, marked 
Attention: Tony Meagher, Operations Manager … or email: tony.meagher@wathaurong.org.au 

16 Rodney Road, North Geelong, Victoria, 3215 Ph: (03) 5272 2881 

 
     

Term 1: 29 January—5 April 
Term 2: 23 April—28 June 

 

Term 3: 15 July—20 September 

Term 4: 7 October—20 December 

School Terms Dates for 2019 

Sisters Day Out 2019 
Need a day of pampering, good company 
and learning about some helpful services? 

Sisters Day Out is for you!! 

The day gives all you Sisters the 
opportunity to get beautiful hair with a 
new do or cut, beautiful nails with a 
manicure, maybe a massage or other 
relaxing activity, and lots more. 

The day also has lots of info stalls that are 
helpful to you if you need them, so you can 
be your best self, even if you are being 
snowed under with stress and challenges. 

Sisters Day Out is presented by Djirra—
previously the Family Violence Prevention 
& Legal Service. Whatever your situation, 
this is a day of celebration and feeling good 
about yourself, so come along. 
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WATHAURONG ABORIGINAL CO-OPERATIVE MEMBERSHIP - CODE OF CONDUCT 

We are committed to providing quality support and programs for our community and clients.. We welcome 
feedback and suggestions to improve our programs.    
How can you give us feedback ? 

Complete a feedback form, fill it out and hand to reception (anonymously if you like) or write a letter and post it, 

DISCLAIMER:     

The views, information or opinions expressed in the Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative Ltd bi-monthly 
newsletter are solely those of the individuals involved and do not necessarily represent those of the Wathaurong 
Aboriginal Co-operative Board of Directors, management, Community members or employees. The primary 
purpose of the newsletter and its contents is to educate and inform. This publication does not constitute medical, 
legal or other advice or services. Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative Ltd recommends that readers use caution/

Remember, you are not only a representative of 
Wathaurong but also of Aboriginal people. 
Behaviour, both positive and negative, casts a 
shadow over all of the members of Wathaurong. 
Think carefully about how your actions, words and 
behaviour will impact upon others around you.  

The Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative Board 
may apply the following sanctions to any member 
found to be in breach of the Code of Conduct 
based on the seriousness and frequency of their 
behaviour:  

1.  Caution  

2.  Direction to leave the organisation event  

3.  Attendance at a meeting with Directors to 
discuss the breach and appropriate 
sanction/s  

4.  Participation in personal development  

5.  Suspension from organisation activities  

6.  Expulsion from the Wathaurong Aboriginal 
Co-operative (according to constitution) 

Any member who is alleged to have breached the 
code of conduct will always be given a “right of 
reply”. They will also be offered the opportunity to 
bring a support person to any official discussions 
regarding the alleged breach.  

In the case of a dispute with Directors an 
independent mediator may be retained to 
mediate the dispute.  

The Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative will at all 
times ensure that any person undergoing any of 
the above procedures will be dealt with in a 
sensitive and confidential manner, irrespective of 
the alleged breach of the Rule or Code of Conduct. 

A code of conduct or behaviour can be described as a 
set of statements that set out what we consider to be 
an acceptable standard of behaviour and conduct. This 
code explains how we expect our members to behave.  

This code of conduct provides a guide and basis of 
expectations for our members. It encourages 
commitment to ethical and professional behaviour and 
outlines the principles on which Wathaurong Aboriginal 
Cooperative is based. 

 Treat each person as an individual. 
 Show respect and courtesy to all involved  
 Display appropriate and responsible behaviour in 

all interactions. 
 Display responsible behaviour in relation to 

alcohol and other drugs. 
 Act with integrity and objectivity. 
 Accept responsibility for your decisions and 

actions. 
 Respect the rights and worth of every person, 

regardless of their age, race, gender, ability, 
cultural background, sexuality or religion. 

 Encourage and support opportunities for people 
to learn appropriate behaviours and skills. 

 Ensure your decisions and actions contribute to a 
safe environment. 

 Ensure your decisions and actions contribute to a 
harassment-free environment. 

 Do not tolerate abusive, bullying or threatening 
behaviour. 

 Recognise that all members have the right to 
privacy and confidentiality. 

 If a member acts in a way that is detrimental to a 
member, client, staff and/or property the Board 
can suspend that member immediately. They will 
have the right of appeal by calling a Special 
General Meeting. 
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Assistance and Emergency Services 

We maintain the mailing list and this helps us to keep in contact with you. We may need to 
send you newsletters, update the waiting list for WAC housing, or provide members with 
meeting dates, community events, etc.  

Members please remember to update your details. Family members if you know of 
someone who has moved recently — please ask them to update their details by calling the 
Co-operative 5277 0044 or letting reception know,  when you are next in. 

Need to update your details? 

Service  Contact 

Are you seeking emergency accommodation?  Call Salvo Connect (Homeless Support Provider 
for over 25s) for advice on housing and welfare support 

5223 9220 

Barwon Youth (Homeless Support Provider for 24 and under) can help young people with 
accommodation and welfare support, give them a call 

5246 7500 

If you need help in an emergency you can contact Ambulance, Fire Brigade and Police 000 

Are you struggling with finances and need some emergency relief or advice? Diversitat may be 
able to help you out. 

5221 6044 

If you require food vouchers,  talk to Uniting Care or Salvo Connect 5223 5400 

For medical, health and wellbeing support, contact Wathaurong Health Centre 5277 2038 

In the event of a medical emergency Barwon Health Emergency Department have the facilities 
and expertise 

4215 0000 

For situations requiring police support or advice, call Geelong Police 5225 3100 

1800 312 820 
If you require Family Violence & Sexual Assault Support the Orange Door Barwon Hub provides 
services, advice and expertise. 

For Drug and Alcohol advice, contact Direct Line 24 hour referral service. 1800 888 236 

If you, a friend or family member need immediate advice, call the Suicide Hotline. 1300 651 251 

Do you feel unsafe because of Family Violence?  Support is only a phone call away. 

Safe Steps 1800 numbers are also available for support, referrals and refuge 24/7 

 

5224 2903 

1800 015 188 

Or 1800 737 732 

Family Services support including Family Violence is through The Orange Door Barwon HUB 

(Drop ins at 83 Moorabool St, Geelong from 9am to 5pm Mon-Fri)  
1800 312 820 

If you need legal advice or support, get in touch with the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service. 1800 064 865 


